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~ O N T P E L I E RVATION I 
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4 miles west of Orange on Virginia Route 20 
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Being Considered 

-----
O W N E R ' S  N A M E :  

Mrs. Marion duPont Scot t  ' '  
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7. DESCRIPTION 
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( C h s c k  One) 

a Excellent 0 Good Foir  Deteriorated Ruins  U Unsxpa3ad 
CONDITION t --

(Chsok  One) 7 ( C h o c k  One) 

.. 
James Madison s n t  76 years of h i s - l i fe  there and -c o i s i d e g i t  
I h i s  h o m e ~ ' ~ mi n  Xing George County i n  1751. -

His f a t h e r  b u i l t  the 
cent ra l  portion of the present house. Except during h i s  periods of 
public service--notably a s  a member of the Continental Congress, 
1780-83; a s  a member of the Congress of the Confederation, 1787; a s  
a member of the Federal Congress, 1789-97; a s  Secretary of State ,  
1801-09; and a s  President, 1809-17--Madison remained a t  Montpelier. 
After he r e t i r e d  t o  private l i f e ,  he and h i s  wife, the vivacious 
Dolly Madison, held court a t  Montpelier f o r  an unending succession 
of v i s i t o r s ,  including the great  and near-great, the  humble and the 
curious. After 19 years of t h i s  not-so-quiet l i f e ,  Madison died i n  
1836 a t  an advanced age. Dolly Madison moved away from Montpelier, 
but a f t e r  her  death 13 years l a t e r  she was brought t o  r e s t  beside her  
husband. 

1 B A I l a r e d  0 Unaltered 

During h i s  l i fe t ime a t  Montpl ier ,  Madison carr ied out the 
landscaping of the grounds around the mansion, which was enlarged 
by the addition of a huge Doric portico and one-room wings on each 
s ide of the or ig ina l  portion. The usual complement of outbuildings 
were constructed on the 4,500-acre es ta te .  

n Moved o r i g i n a l  Sits 

Status:  Montpelier i s  pr ivately owned and is not  open t o  v i s i to r s ,-
with the  exception of the Madison family cemetery. About 50 years ago 
the wings were enlarged and raised t o  the l eve l  of the cen t r a l  portion 
of the house. The grounds a r e  beaut i ful ly  landscaped and show signs 
of carefu l  maintenance, a s  does the mansion. 

> € S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ) P H I I I C A LA P P E A R A N C E  
i r  Ac ~ y ~ . , ~f l , , $ ~ ~oy i?(2ANcLbTAyLoe AN0 i\halhAL mobso 

cf. @CS p-pr-.l t l S  N o  izL t!kO Goal; 7% q.51~HCX ~ h e ~ 5AHO 
a. BACKGROUND INFORbNTION: A 1  houa e was nr% born a t  Montaelier.i?iekr~ 

b. BOUNDARIES: Consists of. approximately 1,767 acres, about 200 
of which a re  located on the north side of Route 20 and the remaining 
1,567 on the  south side.  

Beginning a t  the junction of Routes 20 and 616, proceed south 
f o r  approximately 8,000 f ee t ;  thence west f o r  approximately 4,700 
f ee t ;  thence north f o r  approximately 1,000 f ee t ;  thence west f o r  
approximately 5,200 f e e t  t o  Route 655; continue west f o r  npproxlmntely 
1,000 f e e t  beyond Route 655; thence north f o r  approximately 4,500 f e e t  
t o  Route 20; continue north f o r  approximutcly 2,600 f e c t  beyond Route 
20; thence e a s t  fo r  approximately 4,700 f e e t  t o  Route 693; thence 
south along Route 693 t o  Route 20; thence e a s t  along Route 20 t o  point 
of beginning. 
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s p e c l ~ ~ cD I T E G S I  ( r ~ i p p i l c a b i es n d ~ n o w n )  

A R E A S  OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One 0rMo.s an Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 

Prehistoric 

Historic 

0 Agriculture 

0 Architecture 
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0 Conservotien 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  
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Political 

U Rsligion/Phi. 

losaphy 

Science 

0 Sculpturs 

iJ Soc~ol/Humon-

it.,;." 

T h e o a r  

n Tronsportotion 

/ This important s t ructure was the hooe of President J a m s  Madison I
I f o r  76 years, including 19 years of h i s  retirement a f t e r  he served i
I a s  President of the United States.  Jefferson &aimed the portico I 

for his  friend, Madieon. 

?RESI~LW ~ A M C S  M ~ ~ t s o dW A S  T h e  GREAT @&dosad O F  POL-. 
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Irving Brant, James Madison (3 vols., Indianapolis, 1941-50); Adrienne-
Koch, Jefferson and Madison ( ~ e wYork, 1950); William E. Carson, Historic 
Shrines -of v i r g i z  1-nd, 1934). 
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tionnl Historic P r r s e rva t l on  Act o i  Ill66 (I1obllr: 1 . o ~  

89-OhS), 1 hcreby nominntc t h i s  prnpc-rty for inc:luaion N"t ionnl  14cy1ster' 

Virginia State Office National Park Service 1 6/30/72 
S T R E E T  &NO NUMBER: 

Degrees  Minutes Seconds 
b 

C O U N T Y :  

C O U N T Y :  

C I T Y  O R  TOWN 

Richmond --- -

Date 

ATTEST: 

Degrees  Minutes Seconds 
o 

S T A T E  

in the National  l i c ~ i s t r rs t ~ dc r r l l f y  thot it t a ~ shecn 

evaluated according t o  thp  cr i twin  sncl procedures s e t  
forth by the National  Park Service.  The  recomntcnded 

leve l  of s igni f icance  of th is  n o m ~ w t i o nis:  

National 0 State Loca l  

T ~ t l e  

Keeper of The N e t l m a l  R ~ e l n l e r  I 

-
C O o E  -

-I 12. STATE LIAISON O F F I C E R  C E R T I F I C A I I O N  VirginiaNATIONAL23240REGISTER VERIFICATION 

Ciliel. Offlca o f  Amhoolo&!y nrlri H i ~ l o r i cPronorvn l lan  

'A 

4 




